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Who can help?

Youth with lived or living experience of homelessness.

What to do!

Provide youth a voice. Allow youth to help develop prevention solutions, and support a 
shift to youth-centred data for prevention.

Actions you can take!
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Youth Action Brief

To better support youth in preventing homelessness, we designed a plan, a “roadmap,”  
to build and use information across Canada. Our goal is to connect governments, 
communities, and researchers to information to support prevention. See more on the 
roadmap on our website. 

Find immediate actions youth can take below.

1.	 Provide feedback on how to better engage youth around 
youth homelessness prevention.

2.	 Provide your voice, when possible, on youth homelessness 
prevention research and solutions. Ask for fair funding 
for your time. Partner on initiatives, if you have the time. 
Do not feel pressure to overcommit.

3.	 Engage with community organizations and researchers to 
develop solutions that work for you based on what they 
learned about prevention. Make sure they address your 
stories and experiences in the solutions.

https://policywise.com/a-data-roadmap-for-preventing-youth-homelessness/
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Actions you can take! (continued)

4.	Support developing more ethical data collection to inform 
prevention, such as how to: 

•	 Ask for informed consent

•	 Collect data in a way that makes sense to you

•	 Gather information you are comfortable sharing in 
each situation 

5.	 Let organizations know when they are making you 
uncomfortable with what they ask or how they ask it. 
This helps them improve.

The project was funded by Making the Shift: Youth Homelessness Social Innovation 
Lab. Making the Shift is funded by the Government of Canada through the Networks of 
Centres of Excellence program. The opinions and interpretations in this publication are 
those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the Government of Canada. 

PolicyWise for Children & Families is a non-profit organization and registered charity 
that supports the development of policies, programs, and services through research and 
evaluation to benefit the well-being of children, youth, and families.
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