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Guidelines for Indigenous Research 
 

The following guidelines build upon PolicyWise values and practices. Collectively, they form a 
foundation for Indigenous research in Alberta.  
 
Research partnerships will 
enhance the  benefits of 
findings for Indigenous 
people 

Research should be identified as a need by the community and 
have the potential to make a positive difference to Indigenous 
communities. Research should be structured and 
communicated so that findings can be used to benefit 
communities. Research must be structured to protect 
Indigenous people and their communities from harm. 
 

Research builds upon the 
strengths of Indigenous 
people and communities. 
 

Indigenous culture provides answers to problems within 
Indigenous communities. Research that focuses on strengths 
rather than problems should be a priority. 
 

Research must be culturally 
appropriate and relevant to 
the community. 
 

Indigenous research must be culturally competent. It must 
respect and reflect the culture and traditions of Indigenous 
people. Partnerships and community-based ethical guidelines 
should be developed to ensure the research conducted is 
done in a culturally appropriate way and is accountable on all 
levels. 
 

Indigenous people must be 
full participants in the 
research that affects them. 
 

Indigenous people must have on-going involvement in the 
development of priorities for research that affects their lives. 
They must have the opportunity to make decisions about this 
research. 
 
Opportunities must be meaningful, and respectful; the use of 
Indigenous language, culture, protocols, traditions, including the 
involvement of traditional ceremony will enhance Indigenous 
participation and relevance. 
 

Elders must be consulted 
about Indigenous research 
which occurs in their 
communities. 
 

Elders are important community resources. They maintain and 
teach traditional knowledge. They are leaders within their 
communities and must be consulted about Indigenous research 
which occurs in their communities. There should be at least 
one Elder who is part of the research team and is involved in all 
stages of the research to ensure full participation by the 
Indigenous community in all aspects of the research are done 
in a respectful way. 
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The different types of
Indigenous communities 
must be recognized. 
 

Communities within the Indigenous culture are diverse and may 
refer to a group of people who live together in one place or to 
people who are bound together by their Indigenous heritage. 
Protocols can vary from community to community. These 
should be identified and honoured in the initial stages of 
building a partnership between the Indigenous community and 
the academic community. 
 

Unique cultural 
considerations that affect 
Indigenous research must 
be considered and 
accommodated during the 
ethics review process. 
 

PolicyWise will only consider supporting Indigenous research 
that has undergone an ethics review process which addresses 
unique Indigenous cultural requirements. This ethics review 
process requires the involvement of Indigenous people. These 
cultural requirements may affect the way the research is 
structured or the strategies used to collect data. Consideration 
of unique cultural considerations  is necessary to ensure that 
Indigenous research is carried out in a culturally competent 
manner. 
 

Indigenous research 
capacity must be enhanced.  

The capacity of Indigenous people to conduct research in a 
culturally competent manner should be fostered. Ideally, 
Indigenous people should be conducting research from their 
own epistemologies; they must, however, play an integral part 
of research on issues that affect them. Indigenous research 
capacity must be increased in the promotion of 
self-determination and cultural continuity. 

Effective partnerships 
strengthen the potential to 
conduct effective 
Indigenous research. 

Many groups are involved in research. Most have different 
levels of expertise about Indigenous research. Effective 
partnerships will provide the opportunity to enhance the overall 
quality of Indigenous research and to build capacity among all 
partners. 

Research findings about 
Indigenous people must be 
communicated to 
Indigenous communities. 

The circle must be closed. Findings from research should be 
discussed with Indigenous communities in meaningful ways. 
Findings should be translated into Indigenous languages or 
presented in language which is easily understood by all. 
Ownership of data and the right to control its dissemination and 
utilization belong with the communities. Entering into data 
sharing agreements with communities should be considered as 
a requirement for funding. 

 
 
 




