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Speaker and Panelist Biographies

Heather Bell Dechant

Heather Bell Dechant currently works for Parkland School Division in the area of Student Services.  Heather co-chairs an Early Education Steering Committee that is charged with planning for early education within the school division.  Heather has worked in a number of jurisdictions and recently returned to the school division after serving a secondment with Alberta Education for two and a half years.  

Marian Biggins

Marian Biggins has been a classroom teacher, a consultant for the deaf and hard of hearing and a special education teacher. For the past six years Marian has been the Early Intervention Specialist with Palliser Regional School Division. As part of her role she has worked on developing and implementing screening and pre-school programs within the school district.

Janis Carscadden

Janis Carscadden graduated from the Speech-Language Pathology program at the University of Alberta in 1988 and obtained her Master's degree from Minot State University in 1991. She has been working in the David Thompson Health Region since 1989 and became the Regional Manager of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology. Janis has a special interest in early language development and early intervention. In 2005-06 she was involved in a research project entitled, Early Speech-Language Intervention: A Pilot Study of a Screening Process for Identifying Speech-Language Deficits.
Graham R. Clyne

Graham Clyne has a MA in Public Policy and over 20 years of non-profit sector leadership experience most recently as Director of the Canadian Institute for Economic Evaluation. A published author and speaker with a special interest in children and youth, Graham is a past recipient of Peter Drucker Award for Non-Profit Innovation and joined the Calgary Children’s Initiative as Director in June 2007. Mr. Clyne is currently the Director of the Calgary Children’s Initiative. 

Michelle Craig

Michelle Craig is the Preschool Health Services Regional Manager in Capital Health's Primary Care Division. Michelle has a Masters degree in Speech Language Pathology and has worked in a variety of clinical and management positions with preschool and school aged children in health, education and non-profit organizations.

Elaine Finseth

Elaine Finseth presently serves as the Regional Manager of Rehabilitation Services in East Central Health. Elaine is currently responsible for coordinating pediatric services and rehabilitation services (speech language pathology, audiology, occupational therapy, physical therapy, and respiratory therapy across all service streams- acute care, community rehab, home care, continuing care). Elaine has a BScOT and MDE and has worked in a variety of settings as an occupational therapist, educator and manager.

Pat Hauck 

Pat has been a career Early Childhood Educator and spent the majority of her teaching career working with young children and their families in inner-city Edmonton.  She continued her work as Consultant/Supervisor/Administrator with a large school jurisdiction in the area of Early Childhood Education working with teachers, parents, administrators and various community service providers to provide quality, inclusive and integrated programming for all young children.  Pat joined government services in 2003.  She continues to serve the area of Early Childhood in her capacity of Manager, Alberta Children and Youth Initiatives leading the Minister’s Priority on Early Learning.

Deborah Hopkins

Deborah Hopkins is Manager of Early Childhood Development Initiatives for Alberta Children's' Services.  In that position, Deborah has responsibility for the provincial implementation of the Parent Link Centre Initiative.  Deborah has almost 24 years of experience in the government and non-profit sectors, including over 15 years in management of community agencies serving children and families. Throughout her professional career, she has focused on developing innovative, collaborative, community-based models for service delivery.

Matthew Kierstead

Matthew Kierstead is Principal of Parkland Village School. He serves on the PSD Early Education Steering Committee, initiated the Pre-Kindergarten program at Parkland Village School, and hosted an arena screen last June for pre-school aged children. Matthew holds a M.ED has, been a principal for twelve years, and is keenly interested in early education programming and delivery.

Jill Melnyk

Jill Melnyk has been a teaching for Parkland School Division for over 15 years. The majority of her teaching experiences have been in ECS, which led her to co-establish the SEED's program with her principal Matthew Kierstead at PVS.  Jill is passionate about Early intervention, and therefore looks for opportunities such as the Community Screen to make significant opportunities for young children.

Mark Moland

Mark Moland has been employed with Children's CARE Services in Chinook Health for the last 6 years. During this time he has worked as Behaviour Management Specialists and for the last three years as the Developmental Screening Coordinator. He has worked for over 13 years in home, residential, community and educational settings with children and youth who have displayed severe emotional and behavioural difficulties.

Cheryl Park

Cheryl Park presently serves as the Regional Case Coordinator and Project Lead for the Preschool Screening and follow up initiative (PRISM) for East Central Health. Cheryl’s educational background and several years of experience in the Early Childhood Development/ Early Intervention field have provided her a solid foundation for which to develop this collaborative regional initiative.

Greg Pratt

Greg has been in the public health and preventive social services field for 28 years.  Over that period of time he participated in the regionalization of health, was an early leader in the establishment of Parent Link Centres and for two years worked half time with the Roots of Empathy Program out of Toronto. It was during that time he developed a keen interest in how the brain develops and how that affects the early development of children. He has been fortunate enough to have spent time with Dr. Fraser Mustard, Dr. Bruce Perry, Dr. Bryan Kolb and others who helped him organize his thinking which went into the document "From Research to Outcomes" which Greg authored in 2004.  That document is the model for service provision in his organization.  Greg's latest venture is working with Dr. Bryan Kolb and his associates in the Neuroscience Department at the University of Lethbridge to ensure services provided by his organization are congruent with and take optimal advantage of the stages of brain development.  He is enthusiastic about the potential to reduce the number and severity of delays in children through the "Grow Along With Me Project".
Nancy Reynolds

Ms. Reynolds is the inaugural President and CEO of The Centre. Her expertise in building and maintaining successful partnerships, both public and public/private, led to her secondment four years ago from Alberta Children’s Services to establish The Centre. As CEO, her goal is to ensure that The Centre is recognized as being the global leader in mobilizing priority research findings in childhood well-being as it strives towards achieving its vision; “To improve the well-being of children, their families and communities in Alberta, Canada and internationally, by mobilizing research evidence into policy and practice.”

Under her leadership the Centre has become, over a period of a few short years, a well respected organization within both the academic and policy communities, recognized for its unique capacity to mobilize and link evidence with policy and practice.

Prior to her secondment to The Centre in 2003, Ms. Reynolds was the Assistant Deputy Minister of Partnership and Innovation for Alberta Children’s Services. In that role, one of her many accomplishments was developing the concept for The Centre. 

Since joining the Alberta Government in 1993, Ms. Reynolds held several senior and executive management positions including ADM Population Health for Alberta Health and Wellness. For two years she was seconded to the role of CEO of the Provincial Mental Health Advisory Board where she was responsible for the mental health service delivery system as well as for developing a strategic policy framework to integrate and align provincial mental health within the newly regionalized health system in the province.

In addition to her role with The Centre, Ms. Reynolds currently serves on two community boards. 

Dr. Stuart Shanker 
Stuart Shanker is a Distinguished Research Professor of Philosophy and Psychology at York University. He was educated at Oxford, where he obtained a First in PPE and won the Marian Buck Fellowship at Christ Church, where he obtained a First in a B Phil in Philosophy and a D Phil with Distinction in Philosophy. Among his awards are a Canada Council Doctoral Fellowship and Postdoctoral Fellowship; a Calgary Institute for the Humanities Fellowship; a University of Alberta Mactaggart Fellowship; an Iszaak Walton Killam Fellowship; and the Walter L. Gordon Fellowship at York University. He has received many grants, among them a $5,000,000 grant from the Harris Steel Foundation to establish the Milton and Ethel Harris Research Initiative (MEHRI), a state-of-the-art cognitive and social neuroscience institute at York University.
Among his recent monographs are Apes, language and the human mind (with Sue Savage-Rumbaugh and Talbot Taylor, 1998); Wittgenstein’s remarks on the foundations of AI (1998); Toward a Psychology of Global Interdependency (with Stanley Greenspan, 2002), The First Idea (with Stanley Greenspan, 2004), Early Years Study II (with J. Fraser Mustard and Margaret McCain, 2006) and El rizoma de la racionalidad (with Pedro Reygadas, 2007). He is the editor of several collections, among them The Routledge History of Philosophy (with G.H.R. Parkinson, 1994-2000); Language, Culture, Self (with David Bakhurst, 2001), Ludwig Wittgenstein: Critical Assessments (with David Kilfoyle, 2002), Psychodynamic Diagnostic Manual (a member of the PDM Steering Committee, 2006), and Human Development in the 21st Century (with Alan Fogel and Barbara King, 2008).
In addition to serving as Director of MEHRI, Dr. Shanker is currently Director of the Council for Human Development and Past President of the Council of Early Child Development. He is also Director of the Cuba-Mexico-Canada Research Initiative, an international, multi-disciplinary investigation into preventative mental health (funded by IDRC of Canada).
and Human Development in the 21st Century (with Alan Fogel and Barbara King, 2008). 

Christine Schriever

Christine Schriever is the Acting PUF Coordinator for Parkland School Division.  She has been teaching Early Education for the last 10 years at Ecole Broxton Park School. Christine co-facilitated a Professional Learning Community last year that looked at serving the needs of early learners with special needs in Parkland.  Her passion is supporting children in inclusive classrooms in their community schools and settings.

Cheryl Skaien

Cheryl Skaien has been with the Family Centre in Lethbridge as an Early Childhood Coordinator for the past two years. Cheryl has over 20 years experience working with children and families as a day home provider and working in daycares, preschools and other Early Childhood Programs. During this time Cheryl was also involved in coordinating early intervention programs in Lethbridge and with rural communities within southern Alberta. Cheryl also spent seven years at Lethbridge College as an Early Childhood Instructor, Supervisor and Child Development Professional with the Colleges ECE Preschool Program which traveled rural Alberta. In all positions she has worked closely with other professionals in assisting with the needs of children and families.

Janice Tait

Throughout her career as a registered nurse, Janice Tait has worked as public health nurse and nurse practitioner in northern Alberta, a pediatric nursing instructor at Red Deer College and a nurse-in-charge for the public health programs and services operated out of Hobbema. Having worked for Alberta Health and Wellness in various project and management capacities since 1988, she has primarily focused on public health and health promotion in the areas of maternal and child health.

Currently, Ms. Tait is the Child and Youth Project Manager with the Population Health Strategies Branch, Public Health Division and the lead project manager for the Innovative Approaches to Preschool Developmental Screening and Follow-up Services Initiative announced in May, 2007 by Minister Dave Hancock. She is also the Chair of the Cross-Ministry Working Committee that includes representatives from Alberta Children’s Services and Alberta Education whose role it is to provide strategic advice on the Initiative

Dr. Suzanne Tough

Dr. Tough is an Associate Professor with the Departments of Paediatrics and Community Health Sciences in the Faculty of Medicine at the University of Calgary and is a Population Health Investigator currently funded by Alberta Heritage Foundation for Medical Research. She is also an Associate Director of the Institute of Maternal and Child Health (University of Calgary/Calgary Health Region) and the Scientific Director of the Alberta Centre for Child, Family and Community Research, an organization whose vision is to improve child, family and community well-being through applied research. Dr. Tough’s research program focuses on the health and well being of mothers and infants prior to conception through infancy. Specifically, Dr. Tough has research interests in the area of maternal and child health, preconception and prenatal care, low birth weight and preterm birth, delayed childbearing, and fetal alcohol spectrum disorders. The underlying aim of Dr. Tough’s research program is to create evidence that informs the development of community and clinical programs and influences policy to optimize birth and childhood outcomes.
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